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On September 10, 2008, the YMCA-YWCA of Northeast Avalon held 
our fourth job fair at the Remax Centre in St. John's. 

There were 29 exhibitors for career oriented individuals to hand out their 
resumes and to speak directly to the employees.  The next job fair will 
be held in March of 2009. Further information on the time, date, and 
location will be posted on our website. www.ynortheastavalon.com

Job Fair
Wreckhouse Jazz and Blues
Our success story with the YMCA-
YWCA of Northeast Avalon is 
greatly related to the extraordinary 
work from the Y and dedication in 
going beyond.

Throughout the years Wreckhouse 
Jazz and Blues (WJB and formerly 
the Atlantic Jazz Initiative) has 
availed of the support of the 
Targeted Wage Subsidy Program 
provided through Service Canada.  
At times, we have encountered 
obstacles during the hiring process 
and each time the Y has assisted 
us with dedicated approach.  We 
appreciate the fact that when these 
obstacles arise we can rely on the 
Y to work with us to achieve our 
ultimate goals. 

The rapport we have with the Y is 

beneficial when dealing with the 
important task of finding the right 
candidate for the job. 

The choices we have made 
through the screening process 
provided by the Y has provided 
valuable experience to capable 
individuals who have been unable 
to secure employment in their 
field.

Model Citizens
Residents of St. John’s and beyond 
now have a new option when it comes 
to finding clothing, accessories and 
more. Model Citizens is a vintage/
refashioned clothing and accessories 
store, next to the War Memorial and 
open to an international audience 
online. 

According to owners Chelsey MacNeil 
and Sam Paterson, the store offers 
mid to high-end designer and formal 
fashions, contemporary and truly 
vintage clothing - all handpicked with 
great care by MacNeil. Pieces are one-
of-a-kind treasures from New York, 
Boston, London, Toronto, Halifax 
and beyond

Model Citizens provides high-end 
products that have been tailored 
and refashioned for even the most 
discerning tastes. Model Citizens 
is committed to providing some of 
the quirkiest and hippest fashions 
for those with an imagination and a 
passion for personalized fashion. 

Chelsey found her experience with 
YMCA-YWCA of Northeast Avalon 
absolutely invaluable. She worked 
for an entire year creating Model 
Citizens’ Business Plan with the 
expertise of the Y staff. As Chelsey 
explains “The Y staff were an amazing 
help to this business plan and the 
execution therein. 

The Y contributed countless hours to 
working and reworking this plan, to 
insure my plan was both viable and 
sustainable. I would wholeheartedly 
recommend utilizing this incredible 
resource in our community.”

The YMCA-YWCA of Northeast 
Avalon is proud to participate in the 
21st Annual YMCA World Peace 
Week. Ys across Canada are recognizing 
Peace Makers in their Communities 
and are excited to be hosting a Peace 
Week Breakfast. 

This year, the Peace Week breakfast 
was held November 21, 2008 at the 
Holiday Inn. At this year’s event, the 
YMCA Peace Medallion was awarded 
to Edward Batten. A member of the 
community who focuses his time and 
energy on helping others.

YMCA World Peace Week
Resolution Run 
December 31, 2008 5:00pm

The Running Room will be helping the Y build strong kids again this 
year with its annual Resolution Run. Proceeds raised from this event 
will be generously donated to the YMCA Strong Kids Campaign. Last 
year the event raised $2000 to help the Y offer financial assistance to 
those who would otherwise be unable to benefit from participating at 
the Y. 

Come out and take part by running, 
walking or volunteering for this fun 
5km event. Your participation helps the 
Running Room and the Y partner to 
make children and families healthier in 
our communities. A great way to start the 
new year!

For more information or to sign up contact:

The Running Room 
9 Rowan Street, St. John’s 
738-3433 www.runningroom.com

Job Search
Workshops!
● Hidden Job Market
● Resumes
● Interview Skills

Visit our website for ongoing 
workshops at both our Torbay Road 
location and Empire Avenue location.
www.ynortheastavalon.com

Do you have a story about the Y you’d 
like to share?  Every day Ys across the 
country impact lives and we want to 
spread that good news to others. By 
sharing your story you can help make a 
difference in someone else’s life. Take 
a moment and reflect on your own 
experience or that of someone close to 
you and tell us…"My Y is…"

Please contact Michelle Northover at
mnorthover@ynortheastavalon.com or
754-2982 ext. 27. 

Share your Y story!
My Y is...

L - R: Janet King, Communications 
Coordinator, YMCA-YWCA of Northeast 
Avalon; Wayne Hebb; Edward Batten, 
Peace Maker; Jason Brown, CEO, YMCA-
YWCA of Northeast Avalon.
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Our charity is in the transformation business.  Through our programs in health, child 
care, and employment we help children, youth, adults, and families in our communities 
transform their lives from unhealthy to healthy, from isolated to involved, from 
unemployed to employed, and from unsupported to supported.
 
In 1854, the founders of our Y could not have imagined the changes to St. John's, to 
Newfoundland, and to the world that would take place over the next century and a 
half.
 
Similarly, in 1979 when Y leaders cut the ribbon to open our facility at 34 New 
Cove Road, they likely could not imagine how the Y could be called upon to respond 
changes to our communities and society in future decades.
 
The stewardship of Y leaders in 1854, to 1979, to today and all days in between, has 
led us to another period of change.  Throughout, the Y was and is our gift to our 
communities.
 

Starting with important and strategic decisions in 2005, our Board of Directors and staff have transformed our 
Association into a pro-active, responsive, sustainable, quality, and growing provider of urgently needed programs and 
services.  Our Y has a very bright future.
 
Change is never easy, but it is necessary.  If we are to fulfill our role long into the future, the Y must continue to 
change and adapt.  We will also continue to work to help our program volunteers, advisory volunteers, members, 
participants, donors, and staff understand these changes and why they are necessary.
 
The transformation will continue over the next 20 or 
so months as we work to complete our campaign, start 
construction, and then open the new St. John's Family Y 
at the corner of Ridge Road and Higgins Line.  When this 
new location opens, we will be able to increase the number 
of people involved in the Y, and help even more people have 
their lives transformed.
 
Thank you for being a part of the Y.  
Help us build the new Y and we can do so much more.

Jason Brown, Chief Executive Officer
709-754-2982 ext.41
jbrown@ynortheastavalon.com

We build strong kids, 

strong families,

strong communities.

a message from the CEO

New Program Launched
The Y continues to support individuals in our 
community in achieving their career and self 
employment goals. Our services include assistance 
with business planning, career counselling, 
job search, youth internships and a number of 
special events that provide opportunities for skills 
development and job seeking to people of all ages 
in communities across the province.  

On September 10, we held our fourth Stay in 
Newfoundland and Labrador Job Fair and the 
event was a great success! 29 companies were 
in attendance to promote their products and 
services, more than 130 job seekers were able to 
market themselves to potential employers and 

over 100 candidates were recruited on site. Our 
next job fair will be held in March 2009 and 

details will be available on our website early in the new year.

We are currently getting ready to kick off the annual Enterprise Olympics 
Program and are excited to be working with our province’s future entrepreneurs 
once again!  Enterprise Olympics encourages the growth of entrepreneurial 
thinking among students and teachers and, in the long term, help guides young 
people to consider careers in entrepreneurship. It is comprised of three separate, 
innovative projects that engage students from different age groups: the Create 
a Logo program for grades 4-6, the Market Your Thoughts competition for 
grades 7-9 and the Newfoundland and Labrador Credit Union Business Plan 
and Showcase Competition for high school students. The top 100 students from 
the high school competition are selected to attend the Enterprise Olympics 
Conference, which will be held in Marystown in May 2009.  

On a personal note, I recently became the new General Manager, Employment 
and Enterprise Services and am thrilled to be a part of an organization that is 
so committed to building strong and healthy communities. Our programs and 
services are made possible by the support and dedication of our staff, volunteers 
and funders and I look forward to working with you all.

Sincerely, 

Michelle Boutcher
General Manager, Employment and Enterprise Services
709-757-2665 ext.236
mboutcher@ynortheastavalon.com

Michelle Boutcher, General Manager
Employment and Enterprise Services
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YMCA-YWCA Core Values

Caring
Honesty
Respect 

Responsibility
Health

Inclusiveness

what’s inside:
• YMCA peace week

• model citizens

• wreckhouse  
   jazz & blues

• job fair

Jason Brown, CEO

Transformation and Change

Fall/Winter|2008/2009

Employment and Enterprise

Our Mission
The YMCA-YWCA is a charity that provides 

opportunities for all to grow in spirit, mind, and body.

Vision 2010
The YMCA-YWCA will be a leading charity providing 
access to all in employment, child care, and health 

programs.


