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Ches Penney

Message from
Mr. Penney
In July of 2009 we stood very close to this site to turn the first sod and begin construction of this wonderful 
facility. Crews have been working diligently to bring the structure together, but we all know it took far more 
than bricks and mortar to build the new Y. It started with a notion, an idea, and a belief that you could make 
it work- and then it took the heart and soul of hundreds of you to dig in- and work hard to bring it home to all 
of us.

I commend you all, each and every one of you, for your dedication, talent and for your commitment to our 
community.

When I was approached to donate to this project I sat at the board room table with several of my colleagues 
and family members, and I was shown a video. As I watched, I was struck by how far reaching the work 
of the Y was, but I also couldn’t help but notice how our business group is also a community. Without the 
“community” of support I receive from all of my business partners- some of whom are also my sons and daughters, and from  my entire 
extended family who support me in so many wonderful and various ways- I would not be able to make this donation. This is a fact, just as 
it is a fact that the Y serves our community in a unique and very important way.

As I look around me today I can see the faces of many, almost all, of my children and grandchildren. This is a very proud moment for me 
and it is a privilege for me to share it with you.  Thank you all for supporting me.

To the entire Y Community I say-  I believe in you, I believe in your cause, and I am honored to join you here today on this auspicious 
occasion.

Thank you,

Ches Penney

Message from
Project Chair, Y Board Chair, Y President & CEO
We are excited that all those present today can join us in 
this celebration. A ribbon cutting ceremony to mark the 
completion of a new facility and soon after, opening our 
doors to our current and future members provides us with 
much pride. The knowledge that our expanded programming 
will aid in the general well-being of our community has made 
every step along the way well worth our efforts.

More than just a recreational centre that helps people 
and families feel better and meet their health goals - the 
Ches Penney Family Y brings with it a wealth of features 
and benefits to those living within the Northeast Avalon. 
Participating in the programs and services of the Y is only 
a stepping stone to being active and involved in the community in which you live; aiding in the achievement and successes of children, 
youth, and families.

The ribbon cutting ceremony is witness to the collaborative efforts of all those involved for the last five years. We express our gratitude for 
the dedication of time from campaign and project volunteers and staff, the inspiring generosity of our donors and the leadership shown by 
community members. You have created a wonderful gift to the community.

We look forward to the Ches Penney Family Y now and into the future providing many generations with a place to grow in spirit, mind 
and body.

Thank you,

Craig Rowe, Sharon Sparkes, & Jason Brown



Named Rooms

Program
Welcome, 12:30 PM Craig Rowe, Project Committee Chair

Expression of Thanks to Campaign Team Sharon Horan, Campaign Cabinet Chair

Introduction of Mr. Penney Vic Young, Honourary Campaign Co-Chair

Remarks Ches Penney

Expression of Thanks and Remarks Craig Rowe, Project Committee Chair

Remarks Jason Brown, President & CEO

Declaration of Opening Sharon Sparkes, Y Board Chair

Ribbon Cutting Ches Penney & Campaign Leaders

Closing Craig Rowe, Project Committee Chair

Captain Robert A. Bartlett Aquatics Centre
Elinor Gill Ratcliffe

Rotary Child & Family Development Centre 
Rotary Clubs of: St. Johns, St. John’s East, St. 
John’s Northwest

Bruneau Family Lobby
Jean & Angus Bruneau

Garland Clarke Conditioning Centre
Fairview Investments Ltd.

Hickman Automotive Group Playground
Hickman Automotive Group

Bob Thorburn Fitness Studio
In Memory of Bob Thorburn

G.J. Cahill Walking Trails
G.J. Cahill Ltd.

Ernst & Young Employment &  
Enterprise Centre
Ernst & Young LLP

N.D. Dobbin Cardio Area
N.D. Dobbin Group 

Pat & Mary Short Family Court
Newfound Disposal Systems Ltd.

TD Leadership & Education  
Multi-purpose Room
TD

United Way Room 
United Way of Newfoundland & Labrador

A.C. Crosbie Family Track
Crosbie Group of Companies 

Offices – Association Services
RBC

Membership Sales and Services  
Welcome Desk
Coast 101.1

Sobey’s Welcome Garden 
The Sobey Foundation

Sun Life Terrace
Sun Life Financial

RE/MAX Pool
RE/MAX

Sky-lit Corridor
Newfoundland Labrador Liquor Corporation

Strength Area #1
Stewart McKelvey

Strength Area #2
In Memory of George Flynn – Tristar Mechanical

Donor Wall
The Telegram

Play Pool
Pro-Dive Marine Services

Whirlpool
Manulife Financial 

Aquatics Viewing Area
Cox & Palmer

Public Elevator 
FIT For Work 

Member Elevator
Cal LeGrow Foundation

Upper Foyer
Aon Reed Stenhouse Inc.

Family Change Room
The Telegram

Male General Change Room 
In Memory of Henry Collingwood,  
Chairman of Baine Johnston Corp.

Male Plus Change Room
Molson Coors Canada

Female General Change Room
Coast 101.1

Female Plus Change Room
Scotiabank

Child Care Reception Area
Halliburton Group Canada 

Child Care Kitchen
In celebration of Kay Beresford & Maud Young  
– Vic & Eileen Young

Child Care Staff & Resource Area
CIBC

Infant Child Care Room
VOCM Cares Foundation

Toddler Room
Burton Family – Jim & Dera Burton 

Preschool Room
Smallwood Family – Ray & Cathy Smallwood

Kinder Care Room
King Family – Kevin & Myra King

School-Age & Part Day Room
In Memory of Carmel J. Mahoney  
– Mahoney Family

Front Entrance
Tim Hortons 

South Entrance
Northern Property REIT



Expression of thanks to
Our Board Members
Sharon Sparkes (Board Chair), Craig Rowe (Past Board Chair), Greg Dickie (Vice Chair), 
Scott Giannou (Vice Chair), Laurie Skinner (Treasurer), Laurie Clouston (Director),  
Sharon Horan (Director), Dave Mercer (Director), Jason Hillyard (Director), 
Evan Kipnis (Director), Kevin Fleming (Treasurer), Bonnie Simmons (Director),  
Jason Brown (Secretary, President & Chief Executive Officer).

Our Y Staff
Executive Staff, Senior Leadership Staff, Staff in Employment & Enterprise Services, 
Health Fitness & Recreation, and Children’s Services.

Our Committee Volunteers
Y Strong Families Pre-Campaign Cabinet
Jean Bruneau, Gerry Carew, Tom Clift, Laurie Clouston, Eileen Collingwood, Scott 
Giannou, Sharon Horan (Chair), Jerry Kirkland, David Mercer, Craig Rowe.

Y Strong Families Project Committee
Laurie Clouston, Scott Giannou, Sharon Horan, Jerry Kirkland, Craig Rowe (Chair), 
Sharon Sparkes.

Y Strong Families Building Committee
Steve Bruneau, Greg Dickie, Jerry Kirkland (Chair), Gary Reardon, Craig Rowe, 
Sharon Sparkes.

Y Strong Families Communications Committee
Maria Afonso, Gerry Carew, Laurie Clouston (Co-chair), Scott Giannou (Co-chair), 
Craig Rowe.

Y Strong Families Campaign Cabinet
Dan Boone, Jean Bruneau, Jim Burton, Gerry Carew, Laurie Clouston, Eileen 
Collingwood, Greg Dickie, Scott Giannou, Paul Goulart, Sharon Horan (Chair), Jerry 
Kirkland, John Mahoney, David Mercer, Craig Rowe, Lee Shinkle, Will Small, Ray 
Smallwood, Sharon Sparkes, Eileen Young (Honourary Campaign Chair), Vic Young 
(Honourary Campaign Chair).

Y Strong Families Corporate Campaign Committee
Jim Burton, John Mahoney, Lee Shinkle, Will Small, Ray Smallwood (Chair).

Bob Thorburn Fitness Studio Committee
Eileen Collingwood, Bernard (Tanny) Collins (Chair), Tony Dawe, Dave Martin.

John R. Bennett Committee
Larry Lunn, Ray Smallwood (Chair), Phil Wall.

Our Donors
The people, organizations and corporate partners whose generosity has made the Ches Penney Family Y a reality.

Naming Donor – $1,000,000
Penney Auto Group – City Honda, Mercedes-Benz St. John’s, Penney Kia, Penney 
Mazda, Toyota Plaza, Pennecon Ltd., Principal Holdings Ltd., St. John’s Dockyard (2009).

Community Builders – $100,000+
Elinor Gill Ratcliffe, C.M., O.N.L., Fairwview Investments Ltd., Hickman Automotive 
Group, Jean & Angus Bruneau.

Partners – $50,000 ‑ $99,999
G.J. Cahill & Company Ltd., Connor, Clark & Lunn, Crosbie Group of Companies, Ernst 
& Young, LLP, N.D. Dobbin Group, Newfound Disposal Systems Ltd., Newfoundland 
Labrador Liquor Corporation, Northern Property REIT, RBC, RE/MAX, Rotary Clubs: 
of St. John’s, St. John’s East, St. John’s Northwest, Sun Life Financial, The Sobey 
Foundation, Tim Hortons, TD, United Way of Newfoundland and Labrador.

Leaders – $20,000 ‑ $49,999
Anonymous, Aon Reed Stenhouse Inc., Baine Johnston Corporation, BMO Financial 
Group, Cal LeGrow Foundation, Jim & Dera Burton, CIBC, Cox & Palmer, FIT for 
Work, Halliburton Group Canada, Sharon Horan, Kevin & Myra King, Mahoney 
Family, Manulife Financial, Molson Coors Canada, P.F. Collin, PHB Group Inc., 
Pro-Dive Marine Services, Quadratec, Scotiabank Group, Ray & Cathy Smallwood, 
Stewart McKelvey, Tristar Mechanical Ltd., Vale Inco Newfoundland and Labrador 
Limited, VOCM Cares Foundation, Vic & Eileen Young.

Friends – $10,000 ‑ $19,999
Jason Brown, Deborah Wearn & Family, Clear Risk Inc., Peter & Elizabeth Clarke, 
Congregation of the Sisters of the Presentation, Scott & Judy Giannou & Family, Paul 
Goulart & Genevieve Bulgin, Newfoundland Labrador Hydro, Michelle Northover, 
Gary & Theresa Reardon, Eve Roberts, Craig & Heather Rowe, Manuel Ruiz de 
Elvira, Statoil, Harold & Joan Whittle & Family.

Friends – $5,000 ‑ $9,999
Anonymous, Baillie Gifford Overseas Ltd., Janis Byrne, Gerry Carew, Kellie Rodgers 
& Family, Greg Dickie & Glenda Best, French Noseworthy & Associates, Heating 
Products (1978) Ltd., Brian & Marie Hurley, Jenkins Power Sheet Metal Inc., John 
Hearn Architect Ltd., Marco Group of Companies, Dave & Regina Mercer, Valerie 
Northover, Plato Consulting Inc., Bea & Charlie Pope & Family, Pyramid Construction 
Ltd., Sheppard Case Architects, Lloyd Short, Will & Gisele Small, Sharon & Grant 
Sparkes, Stantec, Don & Dorothy Warr & Family, Jo Mark & Lynn Zurel.

Supporters – $1,000 ‑ $4,999
Acuren Group Inc., Anonymous, Air-Tite Sheet Metal Limited, Auto Parts Network/
Collision Clinic, Bayview Electrical, Tom Brockway, Anne Budgell, CIBC Children’s 
Foundation, City-Lite Electrical Limited, Susan Cleyle & Donald Duffie, Laurie 
Clouston & Family, Eileen Collingwood, Fred & Mary Constantine, Sue & Andy 
Crichton, Ron Day & Family, Dunne Family, Heather & David Elliott, Hugh & Pearl 
Grant & Family, Gail Hamilton, Lynn Healey, Paul Hickey, Evan & Neva Johnson, 
Evan Kipnis & Family, Kirkland Balsam Atlantic Realty Advisors, Noble Drilling 
(Canada) Ltd., Jennifer Oates, Leanne O’Leary, Mitch Rumbolt & Family, The O’Neill 
Foundation, Jeanette & Lloyd Osmond, Valerie & Dave Parmenter, Krista Payne, 
Derek Penney, Heather Peters & Sean Macneil, Marty Reynolds, Wade & Cathy 
Rogers, Laurie Skinner, Sherry Squires, Stratos Wireless Inc., Kevin Sullivan, Olga 
A.V. Sullivan, Robert G. Thomas, Bob Thorburn’s Family - Maureen, Casey & Jack (in 
memory), Vigilant Technical Sales Ltd., Lisa & Don Warren, Jessica Webb.

Donors – up to $999
Anonymous, Scott Andrews, Scott Baggs, Shelley Baker, Lynca Bareke, Keith Barfitt, 
Jennifer Barry, Gillianne Beaulieu, Merrill Belanger, Wallace Benoit, Kerri Blundell, 
Paula Boland, Spencer & Monica Bridger, Dr. Stan Briggs, Eric & Sue Brown, Gloria 
Brown, Jeanette Brown, John & Patricia Brown, Juanita Brown, Krista Brown, Lorna 
Brown, Ralph & Viola Brown, Jessica Browne, Karen & Steve Browne, Lori Budden, 
Crystal & Andy Burton, John Butt, Corey Button, Norman Byrne, Jim Cavanagh, Tom 
Clift, Lee Close, Club Eight, Lawrence & Paula Coady, Adrian Collins, Jaime Collins 
& Family, Heather Comerford, Michael Conway, Paul Conway, Anna Cook, Mark & 
Colleen Cook, Denise Coombs, Roger Cooper, Denise Cornick & Family, Isabelle 
Critchell, Tammy Crowley, Ian Cumbie, Richard Daw, Peter & Jean Densmore, 
Nerysa Devon, Doody Family, Genevieve Doyle, Gerald & Ros Duffett, Matthew 
Dwyer, Charlie & Elvina Easton, Vanessa Easton, Ingo Eckoldt, Carmel Ellison, 
Geordie J. Ellul, Jody Evoy, Tim Fahey, Lillian & Jim Fidler, Adam Fitzpatrick, Michelle 
& Dennis Fleming, Christopher Flynn, Valerie Flynn & Family, Marilyn Folkes, Mark 
Folkes, Kimberley Fowler, Joanne & Marc George, Glen Gibling, Richard Graham, 
Darlene Halleran, Hapgood Family, Bernadette & Eugene Harnett, Elva Harris, 
Amanda Harrigan, Tracy Harris, Max & Yvonne Hart, David & Shirley Hewitt, Violet 
Hillier, Leslie, Hillyard, Jenelle Hollohan, Ranjini Hoover, Scott Howell, Nalini Hubert, 
Gary Hunter, Meaghan Hutchings & Sean Burridge, David Janes, P. Janes & Sons 
Ltd., Premila Jeyasurya, Paul & Sally Johnson, Betty Keeping, Bruce Kelloway, 
Janet, Blair, & Nathan King, Michelle & Fabian Lambert & Family, Stephanie 
LeBlanc, Diane Legrow, Wayne & Marie LeGrow, Matthew Lewis, Fraser Lindsay, 
Adam Lippa, Wanda Long, Joshua Manelli, Paul McCarthy, Janet McGrath, Christine 
McLean, Dr. Jean Mercer, Effie Mercer Granter, Keith Mercer, Brian Metcalfe, David 
Metcalfe, Joanne Metcalfe, Shawn Metcalfe, Judy & Doug Moody, Karen Moore, 
Tom Nemec, Carol-Lynn & Paul Nolan, Madeline Normore, Michael & Marina North, 
Debbie Northover, Mary Northover, Robert & Ruby Northover, Suzanne Norton, 
Pam Noseworthy, Daphne Oates, Paula O’Keefe, Gladys O’Keefe, Oliver Family, 
Stephen Parmiter, Jennifer Lynn Payne, Mona Peddle, Randal & Helen Peddle, Janik 
Peterson, Amanda Petite, David Phillips, Kim Power, Print Shop, Jo-Ann Prosper, 
Derek Purchase, Gwen Quigley, Roger & Sharon Reeves, Jason Riddle, Tom & 
Marie Ridgeley, Jamie Roche, Anna Ross, Judy Rossiter, Judy & Dave Rudofsky, 
Colin Ryan, Joe Ryan, Mark Seaborn, Charlene Sheppard, Ryan Sheppard, Jennifer 
Smith, Robin Smith, Susan Smith, Tobi Smith, Lynn Smyth, Andrea Sparkes, 
Debbie Squires, Don Stafford & Darlene Coughlan, Jennifer Stagg, Matthew Strong, 
Kimberley Summers, Paul, Barbara, Keelin & James Thorburn, Shirley & Dave 
Thompson, Sharon & Clayton Toope, Anh Haong Trinh, David Tuff, Bernard Walters, 
Arnold & Margaret Wearn, Kirk Wells, Jason Whiteway, Rindala Maroun & Family, 
Cathy Williams, Jean Wilson.

Gifts in Memory
Donations to help build the new Ches Penney Family Y have been made in memory of: 
John R. Bennett, Kay Beresford, Dan Blundon, Garland Clarke, Henry Collingwood, 
George Flynn, Tracy Harris, Carmel J. Mahoney, David Martin, Harry North, Joan & 
William Northover, Jennifer Reardon, Bob Thorburn, Maud Young.

Funders
City of St. John’s, Government of Newfoundland & Labrador, Government of Canada 
through ACOA and the Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (MRIF) Agreement, 
Newfoundland & Labrador Provincial Green Fund.

Media Partners
Coast 101.1, The Telegram, DRAY Media.

* Every effort is made to ensure this list is accurate and that every person who has generously given is recognized. 
Please contact us if there are errors or omissions so that we may update our records - info@ynortheastavalon.com (709) 726-9622 ext. 243
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